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2010 Statewide Museum Conference

November 8 and 9 in Williamsport, PA

Pennsylvania Museums: 

Rebuilding and Rebounding
Many museums, historic sites, monuments, zoos, science centers, and gardens find themselves currently experiencing financial hardships, or at the very least, economic uncertainty.  We encourage you to use this as an opportunity to focus on ways to stimulate visitor attendance, to encourage cultural and heritage tourism, to provide focus for community and economic development, and to generate interest in preserving those characteristics that make each museum special or unique. Pennsylvania museums can rise up, rebuild, and rebound, making them even stronger. These ideas will be presented at the 2010 conference through sessions offered by the Pennsylvania museum and public history community.  Thanks to the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission for its support of the conference. 
REQUEST FOR SESSION PROPOSALS
You are invited to present a proposal for a conference session.  As an experienced museum or history professional, sharing your expertise and insight helps your colleagues grow and moves the field forward.  

Sessions should help organizations to professionalize their operations, protect their collections, maximize resources, stay engaged in their profession, and/or serve their audiences.  Sessions are most useful when they present practical ideas, are adaptable to other institutions, and provide take-away materials.  Sessions with multiple presenters offering various points of view are preferred. 

· Sessions run 1 hour, 15 minutes, which includes time for questions.

· Presentations are made on a voluntary basis and will be provided to peers with the intention of advancing the field and raising the standard of excellence among the Commonwealth’s museums and historical organizations.

· Presenters are invited to attend other sessions on the day of their presentation on a complimentary basis.  Additional fees for meals and events may apply.
· The deadline for submission is August 6, 2010.
· Please use the following form.  Click on gray space and begin typing.  Save in Word and submit as an attachment by email to chrisoula@pamuseums.org.  You may submit your proposal as a regular email, but must include all the information indicated on the form.
Proposers of accepted sessions will be notified in August.  If you have a question or would like to discuss a session idea, contact Chrisoula Randas Perdziola at PFMHO, 412-999-9499.
2010 STATEWIDE MUSEUM CONFERENCE 
SESSION PROPOSAL
This is a read-only interactive form, just click, save, and send.  Fill in by clicking on gray spaces and typing into them.  Save as a Word document.  Then email as an attachment to chrisoula@pamuseums.org.
SESSION CONTENT

Tentative Title (concise and catchy!)    
Abstract should reflect the session content, and will be used in the preliminary brochure. (50 words or less)

Session description should include concept, area of relevance (e.g. collections, fundraising, etc.), and intended audience.  This description will be used for web promotion and the final program. 
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